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Vancouver Media Democracy Day announces exciting program expansion for 2011  
 
VANCOUVER, B.C. – July 14, 2011 – Organizers are excited to announce the official dates for 
the tenth annual Media Democracy Day in Vancouver.   
 
This year’s program will take place over three days from November 11-13, 2011 with events held 
at the Pacific Cinematheque, the Vancouver Public Library, Central Library and SFU 
Woodwards Goldcorp Centre for the Arts. 
 
After ten years of operating as an annual one-day event, Media Democracy Day 2011 is 
expanding the program to three days. The decision comes after a very successful 2010 event.  
Last year the day of panel discussions, keynotes and a media fair drew over 1000 participants – 
the largest crowd in the event’s history.  
 
 “Media Democracy Day serves as a forum to discuss the ways in which our city, country and 
culture, is being shaped by the media – and to explore opportunities for changing the system,” 
said Gala Milne, Head Coordinator of this year’s events. “It is clear there is an appetite for this 
discussion.”  
 
Since 2001 Media Democracy Day has brought together Vancouver’s cultural producers, 
academics, environmentalists, policy makers, students, activists and community leaders to join in 
the dialogue on the state of Canadian media. The annual event is a project of the School of 
Communication at Simon Fraser University and OpenMedia.ca and is co-sponsored by the 
Vancouver Public Library. 
 
“Every year we strive to put together a program that challenges all of us to think critically about 
our mediascape and to make it more accessible, accountable and diverse” said Dr. Kathleen 
Cross, Advisory Committee Chair of MDD. “This year serves to extend the conversation with the 
addition of an opening-night film screening and talk at the Pacific Cinematheque, an inspiring 
day of panel discussions at the Vancouver Public Library and a third and final day of media 
production workshops to be held at SFU Woodwards Goldcorp Centre for the Arts,” she added.  
 



Media Democracy Day will also bookend this year’s national Media Literacy Week 
(http://www.medialiteracyweek.ca), which aims to encourage the practice of media education in 
the homes and schools of young people across the country. “Having the necessary tools to 
maintain critical awareness when consuming information is of vital importance,” says Milne. 
“Through increased events like MDD and Media Literacy Week, we are given the opportunity to 
reflect on our seemingly arbitrary commitments to today’s mediated environment.” 
 
By increasing the program to include more days and a wider range of activities, Media 
Democracy Day and its generous supporters hope to further audience participation and awareness 
of global media issues. “We are extremely happy to celebrate our new relationship with the 
Pacific Cinematheque, and SFU Woodwards and to renew existing partnerships with the 
Vancouver Public Library,” says Milne. 
 
About Media Democracy Day: 
Launched simultaneously in Vancouver and Toronto in 2001, MDD responded to a growing 
global media democratization movement. This movement seeks to create a more participatory 
media system by supporting independent and public service media production, celebrating 
innovation and creating dialogue around the politics and biases linked to our increasingly 
corporate and concentrated media. To learn more, visit http://www.mediademocracyday.org. 
 
About the School of Communication: 
For more than 35 years, the School of Communication at Simon Fraser University has fostered 
the development of critical, interdisciplinary approaches to the study of media and technology 
with a commitment to social theory and political economy. Led by an award-winning team of 
educators, the School of Communication is at the leading edge of media policy research, 
technological innovation and cultural transformation on a global scale. For more information, 
visit http://cmns.sfu.ca. 
 
About OpenMedia.ca: 
OpenMedia.ca is a national, non-partisan, non-profit public engagement organization working to 
advance and support an open and innovative communications system in Canada. Our primary 
goal is to increase public awareness and informed participation in Canadian media, cultural, 
information and telecommunication policy formation. More at: http://openmedia.ca. 
 
About Vancouver Public Library: 
Vancouver Public Library is one of Canada's largest library systems and is dedicated to meeting 
the lifelong learning, reading, recreation and information needs of the people of Vancouver. 
Annually, the landmark Central Library and 20 neighbourhood branches serve over 5 million 
visitors who borrow almost 10 million items, including books, CDs, DVDs, magazines and 
countless online resources. For more information about the Library, call 604-331-3603 or visit 
http://www.vpl.ca 
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