
 

 
 

Spring greetings from Vancouver! 

 
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 

We have lots of news! The last few months have been a whirl of travel for meetings and 

consultations, speaking and teaching. And there are exciting developments on several ICASC 

projects.  

 

I am delighted to tell you that our introductory course, Exploring Arts for Social Change: 

Communities in Action, will be offered again this coming fall. A collaboration with SFU’s 

Continuing Studies and the Faculty of Education, the 13-week course will be available to both 

credit and non-credit students and will be taught again by my colleague, Dr. Lynn Fels of the 

Education Department, and me, along with the participation of a number of guests. As with the 

previous course offering, we may be able to offer some scholarship support; as soon as we know, 

we’ll post information on the ICASC website (www.icasc.ca). 

 
If possible, I recommend early registration – last fall, this course was filled, with waiting lists, a 

few days after it became available. (More complete information on the course is provided 

below.*) 

 

ICASC’s six-course pilot program continues to take shape. It’s a substantial program in art-for-

social-change work that will include an internship component. We will announce details as soon 

as administrative and collaboration arrangements are confirmed.  

You might be interested to read an article that I wrote in collaboration with my husband for a 

collection of essays exploring community arts-based research. Our piece, Art for Social Change: 

A Call for Partnerships, will appear in the second volume of Creative Arts in Research for 

Community and Cultural Change, published by Detselig Temeron Press. We expect it to be 

released during the summer. (More details below.**) 

From June 29
th

 to July 3
rd

, Mark Winston, the Academic Director of SFU’s Centre for Dialogue, 

and I will jointly present a workshop at Hollyhock on Cortes Island. It’s called Engaging through 

Dialogue, and will include some of the arts-based approaches and techniques that I’ve developed 

over the years. Please consider joining us at this fabulous island retreat centre! (More details 

below.***) 

On to other news:  

 

In May, I will be in Ireland, both in the Republic and in Northern Ireland, presenting a keynote 

and giving a workshop at a conference called Borders and Boundaries. Organized by the 

International Culture Arts Network (ICAN), this two-day conference will explore the integration 

and ethics of socially-engaged arts practice in areas of conflict. ICAN is a project devised by the 

Playhouse Theatre Derry-Londonderry, Northern Ireland. This unique project brings 

international artists to Derry with the aim of creating partnerships, developing collaborations and 

http://www.icasc.ca/


enabling the creation of exciting and unpredictable art. (If you want more information, you can 

e-mail elaine@derryplayhouse.co.uk or visit the Derry Playhouse website at 

http://www.derryplayhouse.co.uk/news/article/how-do-the-arts-advance-change/44.) 

 

In January of this year, I travelled to Helsinki, Finland, to speak at CARPA, an international 

conference hosted by TEAK University, a unique centre for visual arts, dance and theatre. TEAK 

is housed in a wonderful old building which, at one time, was a soap factory. The large facility 

has excellent studios and performance spaces, including a lovely black box theatre. TEAK 

students do not pay tuition, but competition is intense and only a small percentage of applicants 

are admitted to the institution each year; the quality of student work is very high. 

 

In addition to participating in CARPA, I had the privilege of working with faculty, and teaching 

graduate students; I also gave a special two-day workshop for non-enrolled, community-based 

artists, some of whom had travelled to Helsinki from other places in Finland.  

 

Despite the almost-constant darkness and the cold weather, I was truly warmed and energized by 

the hospitality, scholarship, passion and commitment of new colleagues. I look forward to 

revisiting Helsinki in the summertime (and to returning across the water to Tallinn in Estonia 

where I managed a day trip to the beautiful medieval town there).  

 

In February, after extensive consultations with a core team of community leaders in Port Hardy, I 

travelled there to provide a two-day workshop with some 30 people to explore possible new 

directions in community development for the town. Sponsored by the Social Planning and 

Research Council of BC (SPARC), this interactive, art-based process has inspired the group to 

continue working together. A summary report is posted on the ICASC website in the Resources 

section (http://icasc.ca/reports). 

 

Consultation work, teaching and ICASC networking took me to Ottawa (five times!) and to 

Toronto during the following months. I spent a delightful week in Montreal helping to remount 

Seascape, one of my early choreographic works, for performances by 35 senior students at 

L’ecole supérieure de ballet contemporain de Montréal, a school with links to Les Grands 

Ballets Canadiens, the company for which the piece was originally created some 30 years ago. 

Many thanks to Anik Bissonette and Bev Aitchison for doing such an excellent job...even 

locating the original hand-painted silk costumes and lighting plots from several versions of the 

piece presented in Canada and abroad.  

 

Here in Vancouver, we are working on a large, collaborative social innovation project that is 

under wraps for the moment; we’ll tell all as soon we can. In addition, The Chataqua Project 

sessions will officially start this coming fall. More to come on this project as well. 

 

There is rapidly growing interest in arts-engaged approaches in a wide variety of settings – from 

social research and community development, to conflict resolution and civic engagement; from 

community celebration and mobilization to medical education and environmental and social 

justice activism. The list is long! Despite financial challenges, I believe that artists are 

increasingly seen as change-leaders in these and other settings...and that artists will play 

increasingly-pivotal roles in a wide range of work for positive change.  

 

I would like to express my thanks and appreciation to Dr. Mark Winston and his colleagues at 

the Centre for Dialogue, Simon Fraser University. This is my second year as a Fellow of the 
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Centre; I am very grateful for the assistance and resources that have come with the position 

which have allowed the ICASC team to continue with key developmental work. Thank you, 

Mark, and colleagues. 

 

Onward! 

 

With best wishes to all, 

 

   
Additional details on the events Judith has referred to in her spring letter: 

* Exploring Arts for Social Change: Communities in Action will run for 13 weeks, from 7 

September through 30 November 2011, 6:30-9:20 PM, at SFU’s Harbour Centre campus in 

downtown Vancouver. If you are a current undergraduate student interested in taking the course 

for three units of credit, please contact the Education Department’s advisor, Jacquie Breadon. 

Her e-mail is educuga@sfu.ca; her phone number is 778.782.3436.  

If you are not a current university student and want to take the course on a non-credit basis, 

please subscribe to an ICASC mail-list by sending an e-mail to cep-icasc-interestlist-

request@sfu.ca with the word subscribe in the subject line. You don’t need to add anything in 

the body of the message. Subscribing this way means that staff in Continuing Studies will be 

able to inform you when formal registration is open in a few weeks’ time. For more information, 

please contact the Community Education Program at community-ed@sfu.ca or visit 

http://www.sfu.ca/community/arts/ for program updates. You can also call Megan Frazer, 

Program Assistant, Continuing Studies, if you require more information. She’s at 778.782.7925. 

If you need to connect with Judith, her e-mail is judith@jmprojects.ca. 

 

** If you want a “taste” of the book, Creative Arts in Research for Community and Cultural 

Change, there are excerpts and information about the authors at the website of the International 

Journal of the Creative Arts in Interdisciplinary Practice (IJCAIP). This is the organization that 

put the book together (http://www.ijcaip.com/); there’s an extensive blog about the book that 

may be of interest, and the book can be ordered through the website. 

   

*** You can find all the details about Engaging through Dialogue (and the many other excellent 

programs at Hollyhock) at their website (http://www.hollyhock.ca/cms/index.cfm). Judith will be 

working with participants in the program in concert with Dr. Mark Winston. Mark is the 

Academic Director of Simon Fraser University’s Centre for Dialogue, teaching leadership and 

communication skills, engaging public audiences with controversial issues, and facilitating 

strategic planning workshops and public dialogues that inspire organizational and civic change 

(sfu.ca/dialogue/study+practice/index.html). It’s at the Centre that he developed the innovative 

Semester in Dialogue program. Not only a creative leader in the field of dialogue, Mark is also 

one of the world’s foremost experts in bees! 

 

You can visit ICASC at http://icasc.ca/ 
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